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4 Query turn'd into an Argument, 
in favours of Epiſcopacy, & c. 


* 


4 


OU'l find it written in the Goſpel ac- 
cordi ing to St. Matthew, Chap. 28.Verſ.” + 

. 19. 20. Gb ye therefore and teach (or ra- 
ther Diſciple ) 4d. Nations, Baptiſing 
| + them in the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of 

. the Holy Gho#t, Teaching them to obſerve all things, 

. whatſoever I have commanded you : And lo, I am 

- F- with you, alway,” even uno the end of the FWorld, - 

—_— | 

* _ Compare this with what- you'l find in "the 


4 22, 23. Peace be unto you, as my Pather ſent me, even 
3 (0 ſend ] you, &c. And 2 Tim. 2. 2. Tit. 1. 5. 
Without prefacing, thus I begin. Tis plain 
> From the 16, 17, and 18. Verſes of this 28 Chap. 
| of St Mat. That, theſe our Bleſſed Saviour here 
1 ſpeaks to, and Commiſſionats, were, his Eleven 
1 „ e Nor have we reaſon to believe there 
were any other prelent with him, upon that 
# . occafion, but they, the Eleven. | 
„ The Words contain thefe following particu» 
V lars Evidently. © 85 
I. A Commiſſion, from Chiriſts own Mouth, 
do his Eleven Apoſtles. '& | 
H II. The manner how all Nations, are by. 
1 them (his Apoſtles ) co be Diſcipl'd. 55 
III. The Limitation by which the Apoſtles 
were Reſtticted, in Teaching their Diſciples. 
IV. Our Bleſſed Saviour's Promiſe, to his A- 
) ts „„ pPoſtles 


e 


Goſpel according to St. Fobn, Chap. 20. v. 25 . 0 
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7 975 of being with them, to the end of the 
FVV 
Fir, I ſay, in the Text you have a Com- 
miſſion, from Chriſt's own Mouth, to bis Eleve 
Apoſtles, in thir words, Go ye therefore and 
Diſciple all Nations. From whence, tis natural to. 
obſerve, that Chriſt did not give, this Power bt 
making Diſciples for himſelf,” to every one or 
any one who. pleaſeth to Aſſumę it to him» 
ſelf, but only to certain Perſons. Choſen and. Au- 
thotized by bimſelf, for that End, and fitted 
for it, by receiving the Holy Ghoſl De 
22. and ſupported by his Promile, of being al- 

W / ĩͤ oF in 
So that they are highly to blame and puniſh- 
able, who Adventure on that Office, either 
Without a Commiſſion, which is Uſurpation, 
or with a Falſe one, which is, Forging the Let - 
ters Patents of Our Sovetaign Lord, King, and 
Head. And I. humbly think, no Commiſſion 
can be valid, which is not rightly handed down” 
from the Apoſtles in a Channel, wherein none 
of the Eſſentials of Ordination have been Omit-, 
ted; Or if a Commiſſion. be pretended more 
immediatly fromGod, which is Extraordinary, 
it ſeems to me very neceſſary, that it be very 
well Vouched by Credentials, ſuch. as Mi- 
racles, which are able to abide the Teſt ; Which 
If it be, I ſhall then own it, and I hope, not 


* 


%%% EEE» 

Secendiy, Y ou have in this Te: 

how all. Nations, are by them (bis Apoſtles ) 
to de Diſqip1'd, and admitted into the Viſible 


 Peculium Chriſts Flock, or the Chriſtian Society : 


3 1 6 
* * 2 * — 
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Text, the manner 


* 


In theſe words, Baptiſing them, in the: Name of | 99 
tbe Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Goc. | 
From which 1 Obſerve, , That whas:eve 
'therways, ſome: People may, fondly, 


* 


| "Shad. . 2 +37 agine, ; 5 1 1 f 1 
there are, of being initiated into the Chri- 1 


* 


ſtian Society; yet, this is the ſafeſt, . and. e ; 


= 


ſureſt way, being appointeg, by our Great Lord „ 
and Maſter, as the only way. I ſhall not oer 
all chis, be fo. hardHearted, or Uncharitable, as“ : ; h 
to 1.405 all who are not thus initiated, do : 
| * af 73S a 5 ; 

Petiſh, for where Baptiſm gan t be had Regular- 5 
ly, from ſuch as have truely a Power toAdmini- 

ter it, or where Death prevents the Admini- 


fitration of it; There we muſt; have Recoutſe „ 

to Gods Infinite Mercy, which is over all his | 
But ſure Lam, tis highly Criminal, in any 

One, Who believes he has à Title to Admin. 
ſter Baptiſm, and is in condition to give it, te 

L \ refuſe it to any who have neeꝗ of it, or a Title 0 . 


8 to it. Nay, Liay further, 3 x WH) Docks. | 
None but God Almighty. himſelf, can Diſs +» 
„ © Pence, even with the outward Ceremony of | 1 
„Water Baptiſm, hot only to Infants, but to ſuch | 
„Adult Perſons as may have attained to great 
Knowledge in Religion, c. And I warrand e 
= my ſay ing from 4&s 104 44. to the end, A : 
tho the Holy Ghoſt, had fallen upon the new __ 8 
Converts, as upon the Apoſtles at the heginningß, 1 
vet, St. Peter did not think them ſafę, Without. 2 
Water Baptilm, and accordingly he commands | > 
ed chem to, be Baptized, in the Name of the  - 1 
Lord. See alſo St. Foby 3. 5. where Jeſus ſayet n 
to Nicodemus, Unleſs « Man be born of Hater, and. . 


F 

® 

; 
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e e eee 
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of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom F God. 


'Tis true indeed, that many Adult perſons 


in the Primitive Times, did delay having Bap- 
eiſm Adminiſter'd to them, very long ; in which 
Number was ConFfantine the Emperour : Yet 
chis was not from an Opinion of ics Indifferency, 
or that it might be di{penc'd with, abſolutly or 
intirely. But becauſe inBaptiſm they believed, 
they had Remiſſion of all Sins, and that Sins 
afterBapriſm were at leaſt more dangerous, then 
before it, and therefore they were willing to have 
it, as near their latter End, as they could. But 
this their Practice of delay ing it, has been u- 


pon very ſolid Grounds aboliſhed, now for. ſe- 


veral Centuries, as being ill founded and Un- 
warrantable. 55 

So that I fay, The Contempt or Neglect of 
this Ordinance, is not ſo Vevial a Sin as ſome 
People imagine, for it contains no leſs than 
the Contempt of a poſitive Inſtitution, which is 
called the Laver of Regeneration, Tit. 3. 5. And 
there are more ways of deſpi ſing of it, than by 
plainly lay ing it aſide, as the Quaker: do. The 
delaying of it too long is a Fault, and the in · 
tangling of it, is not to be juſtified; as when it 
is retus d, evento ſuch as are not denyed to have 
a Title tot, unleſs upon a Preaching Day, &c. 
And tho Chriſt Commiſſion'd his Apoſtles to 
Diſciple all Nations, plainly, by Baptizing them 
in, or into, the Name of God the Faiber, Sen, and 
Holy Ghoſt; yet, now there are who pretend to 
Refine, forſooth, upon Chriſts plain Inſticution : 
And will not Baptize any one, unleſs into a 
Party, which is to abuſe a Divine Inſtitution, 
to ſerve their own Ends. „ 


* . 5 


0 


And now that the Reader may judge, whether . 
this Imputation is juſt, or not, TI have ſet down 
2 Formula, by which many of thePresbyrerians do! - 


© 
+ 


et Baptize: It is thus, He who Officiats, ſayth to 


„ the Father of the Child, or whoever elſe pre- 5 
2 ſents it to be Chriſtened, Do you promiſe now, e 


© Educate this Child in the Chriftian Proteſf ant Reli- C 


F 


> Weſtminſter ) the Larger and Shorter Catechiſm, , 
ut unto which we of this Land ſtand Bound, by Solemn 
Vom, and Covenants; Nay, ſome ate yet more 
particular in binding them expreſly to the So 
bens League and CSαCỹ nl... Et | 

By this Form of Words, which I have here 
of _ ſet down, I don't mean, that they are ſo Regular | 

as to keep exactly to theſe very Words, as they 55 

n ate here Ranked; but that whatever Words. 
is they expreſs themſelves by, upog that occaſion, 
d they ſtill take Care“ to bind the Weſtminſter Cou- 


* 


+ 


* 


& 


y fon, Catechiſms and Covenant, upon them ther 
have to dowith, for tho they vary in their Words, 


, et they never fail to keep to the ſame Deſign. | | 


4 So now Reader, pray judge, whether is this 

« according to Chriſts Inſtitution, and the plain 

„Way of Chriſtianity, or not? 15 | 

E For, in uſing this Form of Words, they either do 
* ſomewhat more than any other does, who uſeth 

it not, or they dare no more; if more then, I 


\ ſuppoſe it muſt be neceſſary, and thus they, who 
90 not their length, are defective in the Admini- 
'*  firation. Or, if they be not defective, then is 
this Form the Skibboleth of a Party, and no ne- 
4 Cellary part of the Adminiſtrazion'; Or, if this 
FR ET their 
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bt cane en 
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A 
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* 


4 


their Form notwirkſhinditig, they do no more 
than others do, then it ſeems all others, who 
Baptiſe, do oblige People to their Covenant, &c, 
Tho they don't make mention of it. 


their ways, and let no Man, who bath Autho- 
rity to Adminiſter this Sacrament, refuſe to Ini- 
tiat any, who have a Right to it, and can claim 


3 


SS AY OA ug 


God grant them, who thus err, to amend 


Q © 


it: For, if it be conſidered, what a rich Bleſ- 
ſing it is, co be lawfully and truly made one of 
Chrifts Diſciples, and thereby to have a Title 
to all the Priviledges of the Peculium, tis very 
hard co refuſe it to any who delire it, or have 
a Right to be admitted: And tis certainly A 
great Cheat, to pretend to ha ve power to Ad- 
miniſter it, when one has not truly that power; 
tor thus people are made believe, they ace regu- 
larly and lawfulſy Initiated into Chrif s Church, 
and ſo, conſequently, have a Right to all the 
Friviledges ok che Pecslium, when, alas! theß 
are only made Diſciples of à Party, and not at 

all of Chtiſts School, ſo far as an Unauthoriſed + 
Performance can bear this Conſtruction. of 
Oh how lamentable a Deceit is this, and in- ath 
deed tis every Mans Intereſt, to be very careful, 21 
he fall not into ſuch dangerous Miſtakes, which 721 
are attended with a Train of diſmal Conſequen- 8 
e 


tes, from which good Lord deliver us. 

III. Thirdly, Y ou have, in this Text, the Li- let 
 Mitacion,by which cheApoſtles were reſtricted, Fl 
in Te. ching theit Diſciples, contained in theſe of 
Words, Teaching them to obſerve all things, hat- 00 
ſoe ver 1 have commanded you: From which tis evi- h 


dent, Chriſt did not leave them the ag ot I 
Bens 0 | | iber⸗ 1 


- » 


* 5 * 


5 


re 
88 | | 
C, 
* 2 Glory, and the Good of his Church,) but only, _T. 
1d what he had commanded them; far leſs hath any 
d _ onea Latitude or Liberty of Preachingany thing, 
i- _ contrary to Chriſfs Commands, for that were a To: 


heinous Abuſe of his Authority and Commiſſion. 
” Then Reader, pray obſerve, if thou canſt find 


Wo" 


of any Command, in all the New Teſtament, for © 
tle Preaching up Rebellion, as the Presbyterians, ,. 
ry and other Sectaries, did in King Charles the Firſt's 35 
ve time, ( and of which Principles of theirs, Pent- | 
4 and Hills and Botbwel Bridge are not to be fore 
d- gotten Evidences, beſides all the other Calamitie; 


t; they occaſioned in this Iſland by theſe Principles) 
zu- or for pronouncing all, but one little Party, in 


ch, a little Iſland, and in a Corner of the Earth, Re- . 
the probates: See if thou canſt find any commande 5 | 


ey ed to tell the World, That, tho a Man firmly 105 | * 
at believe every Article of the Apoſtolick Creed; | Ax 
ſeq + believe, that the Holy Scriptures are the Words 7 Xx 
5. ofGod,and do endeavour to live up to the Rules © $45 2.55 Bone 
in-  «therein=-contained, ſeeking Peace with al Mey, 42 
ful, end Holineſs, without which, none can ſee God, live : +1. BY 
ich Ing in Brotherly Love, &c. And yet, for all this. I 
en- If he don't join himſelf to a particular Party, and EE 
Set of Men, whoſe Principles (many of em at 9 
Li leſt) are but of Yeſterday, he is not of Chriſts * =. a 
ted, Flock: And, atthe ſolemneſt Worſhip of foms ä 
\eſs ol thoſe Men, ſome muſt be in hazard to be Ex- | _ 
Bat. "communicated, for no other Reaſon, but that ä 
evi- they believe a Superiority in Church Officers, IM 
a Yo bo of Chrilts Appointment, 5.5 Res 


ga” 


OE 


ving to ſend M 


| : I0 } . 
s one Preacher in the Paroch of 


Tinwal in Niibſdale, ſaid in a Sermon, at the gi- 
ving of a Communion in that Paroch, Whoſo- 
ever profeſſech or practiſeth utherways than the 

Church of Setoland at preſent profeſſeth, Let him 
be Accurſed, O! Horrid ! Yer horris as it is, 
I offer me to prove it, by ſeveral Ear Witneſſes 
of that Communion ; So I leave the Reader to 
judge, it this be to preach only, what Chriſt 


Jeſus commanded: Sl | 
And to ſhew they are all Pigs of one Sow, in 

this Matter (forgive the Expreflion, for it is 

Proverbial) there was a Petition given in to the 


. firſt General Aſſembly after the Revolution, cra- 
iniſters to plant and preach the 


Goſpel in the North, and this Petition was well 


received, and has coſt them no ſmall pains, to 


anſwer its Demands ſince: This the Author of 
the Hiſtory of that Aſſembly takes notice of, 
and has pretty Remarks upon it, Pag. 33, 34, 
S500, ͤ -- | 10 IS 
IV. Fourthly, You have, in this Text, our 


Bleſſed Saviour vaſtly comprehenſive Promiſe. 
to his Apoſtles, for their Encouragement and 


Support in this great Uudertaking, of Diſcipling 
all Nations. In which promiſe, he plainly en- 


gageth never to be abſent from them, in the 
right and lawful Exerciſe of that Commiſſion 
he had juſt then given them: Not, but that he 


may, and, with ſafety to his promiſe, will be 
ometimes more, ſometimes leſs, preſent, and 
leis powerfully aſſiſting; Only, he never will 
be inticely abſentfrom the lawful and ſeaſonable 
Exerciſe of that Commiſſion, 9 
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en Ons | 


1. And truly, this promiſe, from him who can= _ * 
not lie, was ſo neceſſary, that, without it, the | 
\« Commiſſion, he had juſt then given, wou'd have 25 
been in vain: For they were but poor, illiterat, | | 
5, Fiſher-men, who firſt receiv'd it from his mout $ - N 
es And ſo, without it, how cond they have Outs 
to reaſoned the Learned Jews, and Heathens, 
| © which, tis plain, they did, in the progteſs of : 
their Work, e 35 
in Or ho cou d either they, or their Succeſſors, 
is have gone fo ſteadily and reſolutely- on, with „ 
ne the Work intruſted to em, by the Commiſſion, 
ain ſpĩte of all the Oppoſition of Human Powers, . 
ne Laws, Perſecutions, &c. Or how cou d it be 2 
ell ſuppos d, the Church could have ſubſiſted fo þ 
to long, as to this day, when fo encompaſſed with I 
of Enemies from without, and ſo rent and torn by 
f,  Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and other falſe Chri- . 
fſtians, ſome lurking, ſome living (whether ſg ue 
8 would or not) in her Boſom ! Had it not been | 
ne for this promiſe from her Gracious Lord, whoſe ä 
ſs + Spouſe ſhe is, and who well knows, what is - 
ad needſul for her. pl ns „„ I 
ug "Tis obſervable, Chriſt introduceth that pro® 
n- miſe with a Lo, ro Excite their attention, ang 
that they might know, it was ſomething of | _ „ 
on | great Value and Importance, he was next to 
he lay to them; for it was but Natural for Flein 
and Blood, when He had given them that grea e 3 
4 and univerfal Commiſſion, to think, Alas? How . "7 
ill! Wall poor We be able to do all this! But our 35 
le. + Bleſſed Lord ſcarce gave them time for this ke- i XJ 
flection, till he obviats the reaſon of it, by ſa FF 
ing, Lo 1 am with you alway, evento the end of tle If 
„%%% al Wal, 8 
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| JN Tb orld, Where tis obſervable, He fayeth I am, 
„ ln the preſent Tenſe, when according to the Ot- 
: Qinary way of ſpeaking, it would have been in 
| 4; the Future. (I will or ſhall be with you) 
5 and if I remember right, there are but three 
pPlwkzͤces in the New Teſtament, where our Sa vi- 
1 .  ourſpeaks after this manner. One ot the other 
Hi places, is in St. John 8. 58. Beſore Abrabam was 


Im, (which in the ordinary way of ſpeaking, 
5 mmuuſt have been lwas by which he aſſerts his 
oduon Being or Exiſtence, before his Incarna- 


tion. And here he aſſures his Apoſtles of his 
„ never failing to be with chem, to the end of the 
World, in the ſame fort of Language and Form 
| : of Speech, as in that of St, Jobn, he has aſſert- 
ed his own Exiſtence, before his Incarnation, 
= I know, there is a Criticiſm upon theſe words, 
: ä making God the Father to be there meant, but 
| | I look upon it as ill founded. The Third place 
is in St. Mat. 18. 20. For where Two or Three 
are gatbered together in my Name, there am I in the 
| mid ſt of them, which in my bumble Opinion, has 
an Emphaſis much ſuch as in the Text, 

3 I ſhall not be Poſitive as to this Criticiſm, but 
„„ it weighs with my ſelf, nor will it looſe its 
force, if I be miſtaken in the number of places 
OO where it occurs, if ſtill where it doth occur, 
. „ it carry an Emphaſis with it, and have a diffe- 
8 | rent ſenſe from where it is ſaid, I am the Vine, 
_ 1 Door, &c. or can import as the three inſtances 
Ee given do, the particularity and -conſtancy of 

| 7 ns preſence, TN 


n Ihnen he ſay eth alway, or, as tis in'the Origt- 
Y f | mal every day, or ail ihe days unto the end of N * 
1 ä „ 1 Worla © 


a, 


u, world: there being no day excepted. from his. 1 

= Zconſtant care of, and Vigilancy over his Church | 

in and People. „ 3 

1) And that this his promiſe, might ſink into 

es their Minds, and make adcep Impreſſion upon „ 

vi= them for their greater Encouragement, he Re- 

zer duplicates it, ſaying, Even unto the end of the, 1 rh 

US World, Amen, 8 55 . 1 3 85 

1g, Tbus I have breifly run through the words, 

his ſo now I proceed to my Argument from them, | 

nas and do propoſe it thus. e i 

his Either this Commiſſion granted the Apoſtles 3 

the was Temporary, or to continue for ever, that _ FS 

um is, co the end of the WOoffllHZZQ◻. RN“ 

ert-⸗ Now if ic was only Temporary, Then theſe LG” | 

on, things muſt follow of conſequence. _ ; 

rds, (Firlt, ) That none but Peter, Fares, Foby, _ 

but and the reſt of the Eleven Apoſiles then and | 

lace there preſent, had any Right'or Title, to. Act | 

bree by vertue of it; nor had they a power to con- 

; the vey chat Commiſſion to Polterity. Nor td 88 5 

has Communicate it, or any part of it to any F 
and ſo conſequently the Commiſſion expir dd 

but and was of no force, after the death of the E | 

bats ra. SiS. ou 

aces © (Secondly, ) The promiſe, which our Bleſ- OE 

:cur, ſed Saviour gave them, of being with them to | 

iffe= the end of the World, does thus become Unin- 1 _— 

ine, zelligible, to ſay no worſe of it. For how can  -:* 

nces be be ſaid, to be with thoſe, to the end of the i” „ 
World, who died all of em, a few years after e 
that his promiſe was made. „„ 5 G 
+ E Thirdly, ) If this Commiſſion was Tempo. 1 

ary, and ſo to continue no longer than to the * | 


* 1 | Cauſe there are no more any authoriſed Perſons 


=: eath of the longſt ür d Apoſtle, then it fol- 
los, that when all the Apoſtles were once dead, 
there were none in the whole World, who had 

Is | uthority (tor any thing we know, at leaſt 
Z 5 rom this Commiſſion) to Preach, Teach or 

DDiſciple any of whatever Nation upon Earth. 

85 Which would ſtrike at the very Root of Chri- 

mtanith : And, if true, wou'd make it appear, 
2 oriblx,) That our Bleſſed Saviour deſign d, 
to have his Doctrine no more taught or propa- 
ted, after the Death of his Eleven Apoſtles. Or 
that, at leaſt, he was indifferent, whether it was th 
or not. Or, if any ſhou'd pretend to teach it, P. 
EE who ſhou d do it. Or, how it ſhoud be done, &« 
3 ſeing he left no ſtanding Rules nor Laws for the ar 
— 1 doing of it. Which, if he did not, then it 


Z * 


pPlwGKainly follows, * 


\ 
ene, „ e 


* 


| 1 __* ( Fiftbh, ) That Chriſtianity muſt ſoon have 
bh BY been extinguiſh'd : For, if Chriſt, the Founder u 
bot the Chriſtian Religion, who, as ſuch, muſt ple 

give Laws for the Conſticuting,Governing, and 4. 

. | ntinuing of the Society, of which he is Head, hit 
Þ f did make theſe Laws and Rules only Tempora- EA 
EE + ry, then tis plain, upon the Failing of the Rules Na 
and Laws, which did conſtitute them a Society, Fo 
„, | - . | the Society is diffolyg. So, at this rate, Fare- 6. 
1 wel all Diſcipling and Teaching, or Initiating 
5 into Chriſts Flock, after theſe Apoftles were 
. once dead, without a new Commiſſion: 
Nax, Farewel Chriſtianity it ſelf, when there is 
—p no Rule, whereby to be made a Chriſtian, be- 


Aha 


„ to propagate it, nor no Chriſtian Church or So- 
7 IR. Livty to bo admitted into, becauſe there are no 


4 


yo - 


8 


7 


= F 5 


But I think, ] need not inſiſt any further, to 
ew how Rediculous it wou d be, to hold, that 
hriſts Commiſſion was Temporary, and ſo to 
xpire with the firſt Apoſtles, unto whom he 


fficers empowered to admit any into it.” 


or gave it. So this I Reje as not not Tenable z 
tho the Presbyterians are ſo groſs as to hold it, 
ri- for from ſome of their Tenets, atleaſt avowed 

r, Practices, which ought, by right, to be found- 
1d, ed upon Principles, it will be no hard matter 
pa- to draw that Concluſion, E. G. From their ſit- 


Or tile eſteem of Orders, upon ſome occaſions, and 


* 


heir pretending to Officiat, with a full Paſtoral 


ne, out Orders, and yet thinking this Warrantable, 
the and the ſolemneſt Paſtoral Acts done, by ſuch 
| it Men, valid; If this be true of them, it muſt 


ve 


1 
« 


ommiſsion needleſs, or that any Man may take- 


der upon him, to Exerce that Commiſsion who 
nuſt pleaſeth, whether called to't of God, as was 
; And I think I have told no lie of 


and Aaron, ot not. 
2ad, - him, Witneſs the known Caſe of M. Bruce in 


Dras Edinburgh : And if they are Calvaniſts, tis very 
ules Natural for them thus to believe and practiſe ; 


ety, For their Founder Mr. Calvin never hadOrders, 
are- zs his Friend Bexa owns in his Life, | 
ting With them, indeed, many Odd things are 


vere thought to be ſufficiently accounted for, by ſpe- 


on; Gious Pretences to Neceſsity, and before they 


re is arc aware, they bring thoſe things, which them« 


= felves at firſt own d, Neceflity can only jnſtifſy 


ſons into common Practice; as it King Devid had 
So- taken upon him to Eat the Shew Bread e 
va W. - *»: 


„„ day, 


3 ** * FR ors - : % 4 ; p - F . 1 1 " e * 
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— 


ower, diſpencing Words and-Sacraments with- 


very plainly follow, That they either think 4 


very, 


—— 


„ day, becauſe one day of his Liſe, he cou'd get 
1 no other. Or as if there were nothing which 
4 MͤNseceſſity could not juſtify; Tho, I am ſure, 

"= | there be many things which we oughe to pre- 
$ 2 5 fer Death to, let all the Neceſſities in the World 
| „ plead never fo hard for ttbem £ 

1. ©" Thus having diſcus d the firſt part of the Al- 

5 ternative propoſed, I take the ſecond. for grant- 

„„ ed, That Our Bleſſed Saviours Commiſſion to 
mais Apoſtles was not Temporary, but to con- 

FL tinue to the end of the World. This I do firm- 

15 ly believe, and ſhall endeavour to prove to be 

true, in the Senſe I propos d at the beginning. 
Here then is a Commiſſion, given by Our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, our Founder and King, 

as well as Prieſt and Prophet, to his Eleven A- 
poſtles, and in them to their lawful Succeſſors 

| to the end of the World; and alſo his Promiſe 

0 of being with them to the end of the World, 

| from which I reaſon thus. HL | 

He?ere is a Commiſſion to Apoſtles, and a Pro- 

. miſe of being with them Apoſtles ( for ſuch 

1 they were to whom he poke) to the end of t 
4 +3 . the World: Therefore there are to be, and muſt t 
Et] be Apoſtles to the end of the World, for him co t 

| 3 be with; Or in other Terms thus, Here is a 

7 475 = Commiſſien given by Chriſt to a ſer of Men, 

1 who by vertue of his Commiſſion were acknow- 

ledg'dly above Presbyters, and here he alſo 
promiſeth to be with thoſe Men to the end of 

4 the World ; Therefore there are, and muſt be in 

| | | 'Chriſts Church to the end of the World, cer- 
: tain Men cloathed with as much Power andAu- 
33 thority over Presby tets, as thoſe firſt Men were 
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by vertue of their Commiſſion for Chriſt es 


get 
ich be with, that ſo Chriſts promiſe may not be in 
ire, 7 yain, for Chriſt wou d never promiſe to be with 
re- a Set or an Order of Men to the end of the 
c1d World, which was to fail; Nay, or cou'd po- 
ſibly fail before the End of the World; ſeeing his 
Al- Promiſe, and the Effects of it, are to continue 
int - ſo long: And conſider, this is founded on our 
to + Bleſſed Lords Veracity, than which we can 
on- have no greater Security, for God cannot Lie. 
rm- Nou ſince tis plain, there are to be Apoſtles to 


be the End of the World, with whom Chriſt has 
ing. Promis d to be, and that thoſe firſt Apoſtles, to 


Dur whom he then gave that Commiſſion and Pro- 
ing, miſe, did Die not many Years after; Then it 
A- ſeems likeways plain, that Chriſts meaning in 
lors ©: promiſitig to be with Apoſtles to the End ot the 
niſe World, was to be with a Succeſſion of Apoſtles; 
rid, and I lay poſitively a Succeſſion of ſuch Apo- 

tles, as were Peter, James, John, &c. fot this 
Pro» ſeems plain from the Text, That there are to be 
ſuch Church Officers in a continued Succeſsion to 
| of the End of the World, ſuch as Peter, Fames, ant 
nuſt the reſt of the Eleven Apoſtles, to whom, and 
n to throw whom Chriſt made this laſting Promiſe 


24 


is a to all, who in after Ages ſhould ſucceed them. 


len, St. Ferom Epiſ. ad Evagrium called the Biſhops 


— 


ow= the Succeſſours of the Apoltles. Ubicunque fuerii 
alſo Epiſcopas ſive Rome five Eugubri, ſivi Conſtantino⸗ 
d of poli, five Rhegiæ, ejuſdem merits eft, ejuſdem & Sa- 
ein  cerddtis , Potentia divititarum & paupertatis bumi- 
cer-  litat, vel (ublimiorem, vel infetiorem Epiſcopum nou 
Au- facit, ceterum omnes Apoftolorum Stcceſſores ſunt, 
vers For to me there does not appear any midle 


* ; * 7 


* 


Py - 


7 


* 
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wouaapy between making the Commiſſion and the 
f Promiſe Temporary, and ſo to determine, with 
jp | the Lives of the firſt Apoſtles, or to make both 


| laſting; and ſo to continue to the end of the 
- World, either in the Perſons of the firſt Apoſtles, 
which time has now diſprov'd ; Or in a Sueceſ- 
ſion of Church Officers Cloath'd with the ſame 
| | Power and Authority, the-firſt Apoſtles had by 
3 vertue of their Commiſſion, for ſtand or fall, 
they muſtrogether. | 85 


= 
. 


— 


1 No ſeing the Apoſtles did fail in their Per- 
J ſons, then it muſt take in their Succeſſors, u- 
| „ pon whom the Effect of the Promile is to De- 
| | volve. Therefore I have ground hence to con- 
EB | clude; that there muſt be to the end of the 
1 World, Perſons of the like Character, with the 
1 __. - "firſt Apoſtles, which they cannot be, unleſs 
 : © they ſucceed chem in the ſame Powerand Au- 
3 Þ thority, which the firſt Apoſtles had. For the 
Superintending, the Affaits of the Church, and 
3 the conducting thoſe who are Subordinat, is an 
1 Exigence of laſting Advantage to the Church. 
Eo: And which, even by ſome ſuch, as wou'd make 
| the Superioricy bf Biſhops of a later date than 


* the ficſt Ages, is acknowledged to be an uſcful, 


if not a neceſſary, Remedy again ſtSchiſm. Theres 
5 fore, ſeing it can't be deny d that the Apoſtles 
| | 3 were Superior to all other Church Officers, in 
y | their time, by and throw whom this Promiſe, 
1 and the Effect of ic, is convey. d to all the reſt, 
then the Promiſe muſt be ficſt to thoſe who ſuc- 
3 coeed them in their Character, elſe the Promiſe 
5 m.mult be retrenched, which muſt be proven by 
| | auy who affitm it: So then, I ſay, . 


ſilesveing in their Gun den, to be ſucceeded __ 5 
to, they muſt have Succeſſors with as Ample, - © 3 
Full, and Extenſive Commiſsion as 'themlelves + | | 
had, elſe chey are, thus, not fucceeded to inn we 
their whole Commiſsion. (Upon which whole 3 : 
Commifſsion, and every part of it, The Promiſe - | 
is intail'd ) which the Text, I ſay, does plainly | 
* ſhow, that they were to be ſucceeded in. „ 
> For ſuppoſe now, the Apoſtles CommilSion F 
ll, and Power were divided into a certain Number 1 | 
of Parts or Branches,even as many as you pleaſe: EI 
er- Then I next deſire to be ſhew'd, which Branch „„ 4 
u- Al that their Power, which they had by vertue FE h 
be- _ of cheir Commiſsion, has not its ſhare in the | | 
N=. > Promiſe. Or if you will, which Branch of that | 
the their Power is ſecluded, from the Priviledge of 
the its ſhare of the promiſe : And ſo ſoon as that is e 
leſs ſhowen me, I hall own, that in that Branch of . 
lu- their power, they are not to be ſucceeded. Now 5 8 
the jf any Branch or ſhare of their power be exclud=  _ 
ind Ted from a ſhare in the Promiſe, then, it follows 
an that the whole is to deſcend intire in theSucceſ= =, 
ch. ſion, as well as it was in the firſt Apo 7 
ke ſeing Chriſt himſelf gave it intite to the firſtA po on 1 
nan ſtles, and in and throw them, to their Succel= | . 
ful, ſors; I can't ſee how Man can take upon him PL 
te- to Retreach it: And therefore, till from the word 
tles olf God it be made appear, that it is Recrenche | E | 
in ed, I muſt conclude it intire to the Apoſtles'and Cl f 
ie, . their Succeſſors, ſuch as themſelves, in as Ample 3 
eſt, a manner, as the Apoſtles themſelves had it, and : 
uc- thus to continue to the End of the Wor[lx dd. 5 
niſe l have ſaid above, That the not allowing te 
full power the Apoſtles were cloathed with, by - _ 1 
r C 2 ,  -verene- ses. 
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vertue ofChriſts Commiſſion to their Succeſſors, 
is a Retrenching the Commilsion, which Chriſt 
promiſed tobe with the right and lawful Admi- 
niſtrators, and right Adminiſtration of; And 1 
think I a that to pretend toRetrench 
it, is contsary to the expreſs words of our Bleſ- 
ed Saviour, and the perpetual Exigences of 
the Church. | 
Are they nothighly to blame then, who tho 
they acknowledge Chriſt gave his Commiſſion 
co a. Set or an Order of Men, certainly and with» 
out controverſy, above Presby ters, and Promis d 
to be with choſe, or ſuch Men to the end of the 
Warld, yet now pretend, that that Order of 
Men is Extinct, becauſe, forſooth, they to 
whom thatCommiſſion was firſt given, are Dead. 
If indeed our Bleſſed Saviour, in all his life- 
time upon Earth, had ſhew'djthe leaſt Inclina- 
tion or Tendency to levelling, it were the more 
par donable to Tec up for it: But on the con- 
trary, he Commiſſion firſt Apoſtles, and then 
the Seventy or Seyenty Two, and there was the 
M.ultitude of Believers beſides. _ =. 
Woud it not look very odly, if inſtead of 
\ ſquaring our Principles and Practice by Chriſts 
Rules, we ſhou'd ſquare his Commands by our 
| Notions, which we call Principles. Conſider 
then what a Scripture this Text wou'd,, make, 
were it to be Read according to thePresbyterian 
otion, thus, I do promiſe'to be with, you my Apoſtles | 
to the end of the World, but yet 1 am to have no Apo- 
 #les after you, to be with. * Woud not this make 
pretty work ont, to make our Bleſſed og | 
inconſiſtent with himſelf : But ſome Folks will 


4 


= 
- 


o 
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21) 5 | 
de blind, and loye to continue fo too, while 


L I heir wordly Intereſt, is in their Opinion, there» 
- by advancd or ſecure. - 5 
1 ray, who told the Presbyterians, Chriſts 
h rſt Apoſtles were not to be ſucceeded to in the 
— ull extent of that Commiſſion given them in 
the Text, I wou'd fain know ? confident I am, 
ot the New Teſtament, for I proteſt Ican find 
o do ſuch thing in it; but on the contrary, I find, 
N hat whenFuda had forfeited his Apoſtleſhip or 
n Biſhopcick, according to the Propheſie of him 
. by betray ing his Lord, the remaining Eleven 
ne _ found ic not convenient to let the Colledge ox 
of Apoſtles fail, and by vertue, no doubt, of the 
to Commiſſion lately by them reccived, which 
d. they conſider'd to be of a laſting Nature, and 
bot to expire, either upon the failure of One, or 
1a- he deceaſe of All; And knowing that he pro- 
De Misd to be with them to the end of the 
n- orld; And that this cou'd not veri- 
en fed but by continuing Men in the Office, did 
the therefore oblige them to fill up the Vacancy, 
and by Lot it fell upon Matthias to ſucceed. 
of Nor was this to keep up the Number Twelve as 
iſts AMyſterial Number, for we find St. Paulafter wards 
our added. And as Doctor Scot in his Chriſtian Life: 
der "goes fully and convincingly ſhew, many © 
ke, more A poſtles were ordained by the firſtApoſtles 
ian o continue that Office in the Church, beſſdes 
Hles Thoſe unto whom that promiſe was firſt made. 
o- I dont mean by this, that all who are right 
ake Fucceſſors to the firſt Apoſtles, muſt be Apo- 
0 les, and have all the power any of the ſirſ 
vill Apoſtles had, lodg in the very individual Suc- 


* 


* 


* 


- 


"ow, 


* 
o 
ages get pL ER 


* 


ne 
* 


* 


ceeſſor. But thus L take it to be, every one of the 


Prieſt ſucceeded them in theic reſpective Functi- Met 
us, tho only Biſhops ſucceed them in the full f 


no doubt, the higher includes the lower, 


| Earth. t be govern'd by a Holy Policy unde: 
himſelf. our Mediatorial King. | 


Polity compleat, fo as that nothing neceſſary 


__ " caule, after his Aſcenſion, he was to becom 


finiſh and perfect this Polity, we are aſſured by 


of cheir Office in his Kingdom, is apparent from 3$® 


© obſerve, our Bleſſed Lord ſpeaks in che Fu-} 
' ure Tenſe, (I will give, cc. for the Commit: 


* 


„ 


ct Apoſtles had lodg'd. in him the power of fip 
Biſhop, Prieſt and Deacon; Nor do I deny, that W! 
a.rightDeacon is a true Succeſſor of the Apoſtles, the 


* 


in that part of their power, as well as Biſhop and . 


5 


Extent of the, Apoſtolick power, ip which, by 
What is already ſaid, the Apoſtſes mult be ſuc- 
ceeded to by ſome or other in the Church, and 


To explain this Matter yet ſome further, 
firſt cake it for granted, that our Bleſſed Savi. 
our deſign'd to Eſtabliſh, a Society of Men ot 


( Secondly,) As ſuch, he behov'd to Form hi 
or proper for ſuch a Polity, in all Reſpects e 
act, ſhou'd be wanting: And ſtill the rather, be. 


our Inviſible King, Nay, that he did intizely 9 0 
the Apoſtle St. Paal to the Hebrews, who tell L ˖ 
us, Chriſt was faithful in all bu Houſe, s wa 
Moſes in bu, Heb. 3. 2. 1 
Nou, ſince Officers were neceſſarily Eſſenti. c 
al to his. Polity, Chriſt certainly behov'd-co in- 
ſtitute them, and that unalterably. The Inſti 
eution of the Officers of his. Kingdom, . anc 


theſe following places, St. Mat. 16. 19. Where! 


. | . {ion 


full ent Evidence. 


Sa vi. have been, to have t 
on and bis Words. 


> HIS 


1 


Eo 0-234) 
on was then not actually gi 
iſh'd the Great Work of our Redemption: An 
tes, then he gave it, as in my Text; and in St. Jeb 
and D. 22, 23. And, for the Durableneſs and Per- 
ict. Netuitv of it, the Promiſe 


ven, till he had fi- 


in my Text, is a ſuffi- 


by But if ic be ſaid, That, in the above quoted 
Races, our Bleſſed Saviour ſpeaks d 
gbſcure Terms, To this I anſwer, 
* ( Fir#, ) Had he ſpoke plainer, we may ſee,” 
other Inſtances, how apt the Jews wou'd 
aken Offence, both at him 


( Secondly, ) Even the Apoſtles were not then 
t co receive every plain Truth, nor were the 
, till the Effuſion of the Hol 
ace all things plain to them. „ 
Thirdly, } So ſoon as, by the Holy Ghoft, 
came to underſtand Chriſts Meaning, we 
d, they ound themſelves to be the Officers 
Chriſts Kingdom, and actually did exerce the 
wers and Faculties given them by our Bleſſed 
ed, in the above quoted places. 5 
Now obſerve, the Holy Ghoſt, tho the third 
tſon of the ever Glorious and Blefled Trini- 
„God equal with the Father, is pleas d to act 
Ay as chief Officer or Miniſter in the Kingdom 
Jefus; and his Buſineſs zn it, is net to add to, 
an Hat to explain what Chriſt Taught, and had Re- 
from Waled, and to make Chriſts Doctrine Credible, 
Gonfirming it by, Supernatural Effuſions and 
eir Effects. Nor is this any Diſparagement to 
Im, as Third Perſon of the ever Glorious Tri- 
pry, any more than it was for the Second Pere 


y Ghoſt, which 


* " 


Po 
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—_ ſion of che ſame Bleſſed Trinity, to become 
"ed Man, Cc. And conſider, Chriſt is Head and 
| Eing of his Church, and, as ſuch, is Supream 
| and Abſolute in his Kingdom: So that all regu- 
lar Actings in it, muſt be in a Dependance on 
him as King; and yet theſe things, which are 
the Province of the Holy Ghoſt in Chriſts King- 
dom, are only ſuch, as can be done by none elle 1 

| j but God: So chat the Godhead, and Equality of 
ö 8 the Holy Ghoſt with the Father and the Son, are pf 
] FNC not at all impeach'd, by his being chief Officer R 
| | or Miniſtec in the Kingdom of Jeſus. Nor is it or 
8 belov the Condeſcenſion of God to Man. To hi 
confirm this, obſerve what Chriſt ſaith, St. Fob» fir 


| 16. T3, 14, 15. He ſhall not ſpeak of bimſelf - He 


E- 1 | ſhall receive of mine, and ſhall ſhew it you, &c. In 
. theſe three Verſes, compar'd with St. Fobn 14. 
1 26. This is abundantly made good; and further, 
1 in them we may fee the Unity of the Three Per- 
* ſons of the Godhead, as you may throughout 
HEL _ _ theſe whole three Chapters, which you may 
r read with this View: But indeed, tis a great 
=} : | Muyſtery, and all we can know about them, is, 
5 that they are, not how they are, or come to be 
. | „ 
| Ik chen it be clear, That Jeſus, as a Prophet 
and King, did inſticute all that was neceſſary 
2 . and proper, ior Forming his Divine Polity, and 
1 that the Apoſtles, being Inſpir d, did Intitle 
5 ; 5 them only to explain the Practice upon what he 


BC; < þ- had declared; Then it would follow, That the . 
. . by Office of an Apoitie muſt be a fixt, ſtanding, , 
. g and perpetual Office, ſuch as was not to expire Fiſt 


AS Pich their Mortal Lives, but to continus to the 
85 bi End of the World. 1 I 


ome If it be ſaid, That our Bleſſed Lord, in St. 
and ohn 20.22. .convey'd the ſame Power to the 
eam Hirſt Apoſtles, at leaſt in kind, which he derivd 
egu- from his Father, and that conſequently, as he 
2 on had received Authority frem the Father, to in- 


»# 


my the Office of an Apoſtle, ſo to them (the. 
poltles.3 he committed a; Power ot making. | 
Hat Officers.in his Church they thought fit. 
I Anſwer, If this be che Senſe. and Meaning 
of our Bleſſed Saviours Words, by a Parity a 
ficer Reaſon, it will alſo follow, That he devolved 
is it On them all the Authority he had received from: 
To his Father, and in as abſolute a manner: But, 
Jobs ſince this is abſurd, it muſt therefore follow, 
.« He That, by theſe Words, he only convey d unto 
em the Apoſtolick Power, with a Faculty o 
ranſmĩtting it into others, who ſhould ſucceed 
them in their Office. For the Word (A:) does . 
got import an Equality, or the lame Fulnels of. 
ow er, but the, Verity of their Commiſſion, ſigs 
fying, that they were as truly Commiſſioned © — 


. 


7reat By him, as he was by the Father. 6 

,, is, But it may be ſaid, That the Apoſtles had 

to be Authority over the other Rulers of the Church, 
inch as, Timothy and Tiras ; Now, they being 

phet Yoth Biſhops, and an Apoſtle exercing Authori= 

flary over them, it would follow, That the Offices 

and M an Apoſtle, and that of a Biſhop, were not 

title de ſame Order; And conſequently, that the 

at he Mffice of an Apoſtle was but Temporary: For, 4 

t the N any can plead to have ſucceeded them ful- 

ding, N, or in the Fulneſs of their Power, it mult be 

x pice Biſhops, To this I anſwer, Ng 3 

o the ( Fuß,) There was a partigulag kind of Aus 


„ 5 ttzhority, | 


„ o 


thority, (if this be a proper Term) which every 
individual Apoſtle had, in a more ſpecial manner, 
over thoſe, who were converted by his particular 
Miniftry, which made up a Parental and Filial 


Relation between an Apoſtle and his Converts, | 


as you may ſee, 1 Cor. 4. 15. And which, made 


thoſe of ſuch a particular Apoſtle's converting, 


have a greater Regard for, and pay à greater 
Deference to him, who had Begotten them in 
the Lord, than was ſtrialy due to ſuch an one, 


as an Apoſtle, ſimply conſider'd, without that 1 


elation: And yet, this Relation was but a 


Conſequence of their ( the Apoſt les) executing | 


their Commiſſion with Succeſs,” Now, this Re. 
lation the Apoſtles had to many of their Flocks, 
over which they ſet Biſhops, who were often al- 
ſo of their own Converting; and tho ſuch a Bi- 
ſhop were truly, by being ſuch, aſſum'd into 
the Apoſtolick Colledge, and had as great Po- 
er, as the Apoſtles; who aſſum'd them, and 
were truly Repreſentatives of the Logos, and 
Principles of Communion, to their Subjecs, yer 
the particular Apoſtles, co whom (next to God) 
they ow'd their Chnverſion, 'might claim a Fi- 
lial Duty from them, upon that account. Bur, 


( Secondly, ) Such Biſhops might very well ſub- { 


jet themſelves to the Direction of the firſt A- 


| Poſtles; tho their Power was equal, and their 


Com miſſion as extenſive. Becaufe the firſt Apoſtles | 
had been the perſonal Companions of our Bleſſed ; 
Lord, while on Earth, and rowhem the largeſt 
Acaſures of the Chariſma'!s had been given; 
and more eſpecially to thoſe Apoſtles, who had 
' Siven che above- ritten Injunctions and Directi- 


* 


; 3 64S 


2 


„ hp” a: Ons, 


" Can) -: 

ons, becauſe they were truly the Apoſtoli Prima- 
rii, as having ſeen our Bleſſed Lord, in his 

Excellent Glory, as St. Peter, St. Fobn, and St. 
James, did, at his Transfiguration, and St. Paul, 

both at his Converſion, and when he was caught 

up into the Third Heavens. So that, if they, 

who had been thus exalted, to ſuch a Degree of 


Divine Honour, were reckoned Primarii, in re- 


ſpe of even the other Apoſtles, who got the 


ame Commiſſion at the ſame time, and in the 
ſame Words with them, and conſequently had 
the ſame Power, it is no wonder then, if there 
was ſuch a Deference pay'd them by the Biſhops 
ot their own Converting and Conſecrating: 
ay, bv all the Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church 
which, by ſome, has been miſtaken, to have 
proceeded from a greater Power lodgd in theit 
Periods, | 4 | 
Bur if, after al! this,. any Body will maintain, 
hat there was a Supra-Epiſcopal or Pat iarchal 
ower lodg'd in the firſt Apoltles, ſo ſoon as 
at is proven, Iwill maintain, That, if ſo, then 
they were, and ought, to be ſucceeded to, even 
in that Power, from the Nature of theit Com- 
miſhon, the Prqmiſe, and what has already 


"7 


en ſaid upon that Head. | Be 
However, mean time, I muſt, and do con- 
ude the Apoſtolat and the Epiſcopat to be one 
the ſame Ocder, and mult think fo, till 1 
d other Reaſons for their being different,than 
has been my Fortune to meet with hitherto. 
If the Apoſtles travelling up and down the 
World, ir. order to make Proſely tes to Chriſtia- 
mity, be objected, 75 that therefore, it Biſhops 
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tt ere 
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5 1 8 
be their full Succeſſors in every thing which be- 
long' d to em, by vertue of their Commiſſion, 
then Biſhops ought alſo ſo to travel, and for the 
. ˙ a EE VVT 
To this I anſwer, That the Work of Proſely- 
ting was not peculiar to the Apoſtles, ſince tis 
plain, that all endued with the Cbariſmata, did 
thus employ themſelves to the Attainment of 
that end, in common with the Apoſtles, 1 Cor. 
13. 7. Tho ſome Laboured in this more than 
( Secondly, ) Tis alſo plain, That many of 
the firſt Biſhops, ſuch as Timothy and Tit, tho 
they had Definite Flocks aſſigned them, yer, for 
all this, they travelled into other Churches, on 
Urgent Occaſions : And further, this Cuſtom 
continaed a pretty while in the Church; for 
certain it is, that Polycarp, after he was Biſhop | 
of Smyrna, travelled through diverſe Regions, 
to propagate the Goſpel, as did others alſo. . ' 

So that if there was any thing extraordinary » 
in the Apoſtles Office, this was not it, and 


therefore I conclude, their Office 4s founded in 2 
the full power of the Key es: For this is the Facul | 


ty which was given them by the Founder of the 
Chriſtian Policy, and ſo this is what they coud 
and did divolve upon their Succeſſors. 
Obſerve, tho all the Offices of Biſhop, Prieſt h. 
and Deacon, were Lodg'd in every Individual 
of the Apoſtles, becauſe that in them, the whole xc 
Pominium Ec r leſia ft itum in ſolidum was Lodg'd, and t 
fo conſequently in their Succeſſots the Biſhops, 
yet it was fo as they might de volve whole power 
or leſſer power on othets, as they ſhould: 12 K 
wh | ; * | 0 1 t, 


1 9 8 \( 19 5 | | 1 


it (and I think) this is what is meant by Tr᷑ rr. 
i, d ullian lib. de Baptiſmo Cap. 17, Dandi quidem e 8 
the ( Baptiſmum) habet jut Summus Sacerdos qui eſt z „ 
pPiſcopus. Debinc Preſhyteri & Diaconi non tamen fine bs 
ly- Epiſcopi aut boritate propter Ecileſia honorem, quo ſalvo 
s ſalva pax eſt. Alioquin etiam Laics jus eff, And 5 
did this was the Apoſtles practice zfor firſt they fill'd 3 
of the Vacancy which happend by the Death of 15 . 
r, he Tray tor Jad: Then ſometime after woen _ 
han Deacons came to be needfull, they were ordain- — , 
ed. &c. So that tho I fay, they might devolve - 3 
ot Whole power orleſfer power, all their Offices 4 '; 7 
tho vr but one of fem at a time, and to any Petſo n Mi 
kor ds they thought fie; yet this is not to ſay, that | 4 
on it was in their power not to eſtabliſh a Succeſſi- I. 


om pn in the whole power with which themſelves 
for were enduꝰd and inveſted; for by the Tenor of 
hop F#heir Commiſſion, they were oblig'd to leave a 


ons, Succeſſion with as full power as themſelves had 
geceived. Only they might chuſe, whither this „ 

ary perſon or that ſhouꝰd have full power or lefler. VV 
and That is in other Terms, whether they wou'd > 


d in make this or that Man a Biſhop, Prieſt, or Dar- 
cul» con, or bur one of theſe, or all of fem, or none 

Yo RT 7 ! ] 
7 'BucT have heard it ſaid, Chriſt is not for any | — 
Superiority amongſt Church Officers, and how | 9 


1 


e did not care for Biſhops, in that ſenſe as Su- Za 
perior to Presbyters; "Tis true, they'l tell you, 8 
hole to de a Biſhop is a good thing, but not like 5 
and their Biſhops ; for every Miniſter of Gods word „ 
I don't love to Diſpute about words; but as 1 
to the Supetiority ? who is beſt judge of that, 11 


a Chriſt „ 9 


| | | 1:40 - 5 | 
| iſt or We? If Chriſt, then he hath made it (ch 
5 | plain by his Commiſsion to his Apoſtles, and Chu 
LG the promiſe, that he has a mind they ſhould be of it 
Succeeded in the full extent of their Commiſ- Mu 
ſion, to the end of the World; and fo conſe- ey'n 
5 quently, if Apoſtles were Superiors to Presby- Her 
5 1 ters, then they muſt have Succeſſors, who muſt Ce 4 
de fo too to the end of the World, for he hath mot 
promiſed to be with ſuck to the end of the the 


Y x World, by promiſing to be with them (Apoſtles) it al 
| td the endof the World. — -- ww 
LÞ: Ik we allow the firſt Apoſtles to be Judges in ] be 
ö . this matter, Why then I think the above quo ed nov 


| Dr. Scet, hath aboundantly ſhown, how. that it edi 

they had no plot, of letting that Office faill j ax 

- with themſelves, for they ordained ſuch as tha 

| ̃ themſelves. Then, . 8 1 

II we allow their immediate Sueceſſots to be or 

q i Judges, they Il give Judgement in favours of wa 

the Hierarchy. . „ 

| Il we allow thoſe of the Second and Third 
Centuries to Judge, the Levelling Doctrine muſt 7 - 

ſtill come off with the Loſs. I need not quote a fim 

gieat many Names, for theſe things are very E- 

| Jaboratly proven to my hand, by many Emi- | 

| nent Lights of the Churches of this Iſland; I on- 

Iy touch this by the by; for all 1 undertook at 

the beginning wes to prove the Neceſsity, and te 

continued Succeſsion of Apoltles ſuch as were 

the ficſt, to the end of the Wocld, from one Text 
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Principles of the Cyprisnick Age, and the De- tt 
WAY | fence of them, is ſuch a piece of ſubſtantial Þ ga 
_ Learning in this Contraverſy, and contains 0 
3 n a 4Q n 
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d | ChurchPrinciples think that Author has the 
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ſuch ſolid Reaſonings, char tis no wonder we of 


of it; for none ot the Presbyterians have yet 


- | Muſtered up Courage and Confidence enough, 


evi to pretend to anſwer it; And appear the 
Hero when he will, who isto refute it, I Coun- 


| 
LY 


t 


the Language of Geneva, elſe he had as good let 
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1 
{ 
1 
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1 
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ed in the Book. 


I both know, 


dr do re ens 


finitneſs of their Commiſlion, which is neither 
$ neceſſary now, nor ſcarce pretended to ſince by 
* Secondly, From their Gifts of Tongues, and 
Miracles, which no Proteſtant Church pre. 
ends to. Se e 6 eee 

* '. Thirdly, Fromithe giving the Holy Ghoſt 
by the Impoſition of theit Hands. And. 
Pourtbiy, From their Infallability « Theſe, I 
thiak, are the greare(} remaining Objections a- 
© gaivſt what IL haye Advanced, and yet 4 hope 
10 Anſwer them ſatisfyipgly, ol which, eyer 


« 


ſel him, as a Friend, to put on compleat Ar- 
mour, and get the Fathers Taught to: ſpeak 


it alone, unleſs it be for thei ſake of the bare 
word Anſwer on a Title Page, which they and 
has done ſome ſervice before 
now, without having any regard to what follows. 
ut now I expect to be told, 
I am running too faſt, and making more haſte 
than good ſpeed: For, ſays the Presbyt etians, 
TheOffice of an Apoſtle, in ſo far as it exceeded 


© | or comprehended more than that of a Presbyter 
* was extraordinary,and ſo was only aTemporary 
one, and was not to be ſucceeded to as fuchzwhich' 
they fancy they prove fromthe foilowingHeads.-. 


Hr, The Univerſality, Generality, or Inde- 


himſelf, 


| Reader muſt be Judge 


e 5 


* 


. 


Tos the firſt, I Anſwer, Eyery Presbyteria = © 
Preacher, ſo ſoon as he has got the; Impoſition ,, 
of his Brethrens hands, pleadz he is a Miniſter 4. 
of the Obriſti ee e 


1 


to A particular lock, ; fig 


n: Now pray; what Indefinitneſs had the 8 
| Apoſties Commiſſion more than this, to Act as 8 
Apaltle any. whare,: on every; uhere, ina! 2 
Nations, and amongſt all Kindreds and Lan- fit 
| ages 3 And dont our Presbyterians pretend ve. 
as much? And it it: were not ſo, would it not 4 

be ſhutting the Dpor ag inſt all that are not als 
Taead of the Viſible Church, and never letting 
Jem, Tunk, nor ober Iafidel hear a word ot 
Obiiſt or his Golpel, unleſs he chan d te 

| ſtumble in upon a Congregation while they are 
24 Worſhiping, or hearing a Sermon, and that 
in theittown Language tec. If it be ſaid, That 
the Apaſt les had a General ot Indeſinite Com- 
miſſion tam in att ſecundo quam primo, not ſo e- 

very Miniſter : Or il it be ſaid further, That as 
to the ata ſecundi, a private Miniſters Com - 
miſſion is under more than a Canonical Con. 
ſmement, becauſe that might be taken away, 

but this is neceſſaty by che common Prin- 
Aples of Government. To this I Anſwer, 
The Commiſsi on is plainly indefinite, as it Was 
giveu to the Apoſtles, and ſo conſequently 
ever tuccecds them, in whole ot in part, nu 
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n their Commiſsion of the ſame nature, as was 
N_* thacof the Apoſtles, but for the conveniency, 


9 and by the natural and common principles of 


overnment prior to that Commiſsion, and 
'* |} by the Explanations of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
ll 3 was to lead them in all truth, they found it rea- 
Or ſonable to have every one his own Province Aſs 
ſigned them, and thus it was evin amongſt the 
35 Z firſt Apoſtles themſelves, for you'l find St. Peter 
2- EZ had the Jews more partioularly for his Province, 
St. Paul had the Gentiles, St. Thomas the Indies, 
45 7 &c. So Euſebus lib. 3. Cap. 1: wbere you'l find 


6 


om. * 


29 


a more particular Detail of the Provinces of the 


1-* firſt Apoſtles. And if it was found more con- 


venient far Government, that the firſt Apoſtles 


© ſhou'd thus have every one his particular Pro- 


7 


7 vince, I think the ObjeRion falls, and I have 


— 
4 


2 atleaſt ſo as to keep them from being made Ob- 
e jections, ſeing the Biſhops who ſuceeded the firſt 
it Apoſtles, travelled into other Churches as well as 
the other Apoſtles, and y ou ſee St. Paul in the 


*-. & meddleing with any thing Forreign to his own 
Province, as himſelf declares, Rom. 15. 20. 80 
i» I think the Generality, Indefinicneſs,. or Uni- 


* 2 verſalicy of the Apoſties Commilsion, no Proof 
„of their not being to beſucceeded to as ſuch, 
ſeing that Indefinitneſs is alike common to them, 
'> 2 andall the Miniſters of Chriſts Church, in the 


ſame caſes. oe 
Setondly, As to their gifts of Tongues and 
Miracles, if either had been confined to the As 


4 


* 


already accounted for all the inſtances where one 
can be found medling in an others Province, 


General, and in ordinary, was very ſhy of 


idea ch 


8 
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5 ( 34) oh 
poſtles, I ſhou'd the eaſier have allow'd it to be 
a Relevant Objection, tho even ſo, if they cou'd 


never be called other than helps for Exerciſing, 


and Credentials or Evidences of their Commiſ- 


ſion, and that too as the firſt propagators of a 
_ Poſitive Religion, and ſo not neceſſarily to be 
devolved on their Succeſſors, with their Pow- 


er and Supremacy, which they had by ver tue of 
their Com miſsi on: But to put it out of doors, tis 
evident, many others beſides Apoſtles had the 
gifts of Tonuges Ad, 2. 4. and alſo that of Mi- 
racles, ſuch as healing the ſick, & prophecy too, 
even in the ſtricter ſenſe of foretelling things to 
come, witnels for that of Miracles, Mark 6, 


13. James 5. 14. and for Prophecy 4d. 21. 


10, 11. And therefore ſeing theſe gifts were 
not peculiar to Apoſtles as Apoſtles, they fall not 
under my Rule, and fo make no good Argu- 
ment, why che Apoſtles are not io be ſucceeded 
to as ſuch, inevery thing which was peculiar'to 
them us Apoſtles, * * S 
Tbirdiy, As to their giving the Holy Ghoſt 
by the Impoſitipn of their Hands, I find, That 


the Primitive Church did believe, that the Ho- 


ly Ghoſt was conferred, by the Impoſition of 
the Biſhops Hands, in Confirmation, after Bap- 
tiſm; wicneſs Tertullian, St. Cyprian, Firmilian, 
&c. Which ſhows, they did not believe the gi- 

ving theHoly Ghoſt an extraotdinary part of the 
poltles Office, far leſs did they dream the A- 
poſtles were not to be ſucceeded to as ſuch. And 
we find, that others, beſides Apoſties, confer- 
red the Holy Ghoſt, by Impoſition of Hands, 
A#.9. 17. And that, eva to an Apoſtle, he 


th 
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Holy Ghoſt „ : Which ſhews, the 

- giving of the Holy Ghoſt was not peEuliar to the 
_K Apoſtles, at leaſt, to the firſt Eleven or Twelve 
| Apoſtles, ( ſee Queries to the Presbyterians, 
Cap. 4. London, 1702.) And will any Presby- 
T | terian Preacher ſay, he is Ocdained without the 
5 oly Ghoſt ? If he does, whoſe Miniſter then 


t is he? For, if he be not Chriſts, which he cant 
at be, unleſs he have ſome Meaſure or other of the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 need. not cell him, who elſe he 


wn muſt belong to, Tis true, there are different 
05 Degrees of the out ward Evidences of ones having 
V3 


the Holv Ghoſt ; but, I reckon, they'll be care- 
to | ful to avoid ſaying, they are Ordained without 
6. the Holy Ghoſt. | 2 


5 Fourthly, As to the Infallibilzty of the Apoſtles, 


Tc & which is brought as a great and mighty Argu- 
or ment againſt the Apoſtles having Succeſſors, in 
-— the full Extent of their Apoſtolick Commiſſion. 


vt 3 I anſwer, Nor was this peculiar to the A- 
O Þ poſtles, for had not all choſe, who ſpoke with 

& Tongues, and wrought Miracles, infallible Di- 
oft F region and Guidance, elſe what wou'd their. 


nat Gifts of [Tongues have availed them, or the 
975 Church, if they were not infallibly directed to 


ſpeak right things in them, and infallibly pre- 
P“ ſerv'd from ſpeaking wrong things? Or what 
2 & woud their gift of healing ſignifie, if every one 
6!” 3 who had it, were not directed by the Holy Spi- 


the ric when to uſe it? So that theſe Gifts muſt have 
proven very Diſtructive of Chriſtianity, had it 
2 not been for the Direction of the Spirit, how, 


1 V hen, amongſt or upon whom to uſe them. Thus, 
„ 


E 2 os 


I chink their Infallibility does not overturn waage 
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I have advanc d; for I don't believe the Presby- 
terians will Jay, the Apoſtles were in every thing 
at all times and upon all occaſions infallible, elſe if 


they do, it will puſle them to reconcile St. Peters 


behaviour in trimming wich the Jews, and St. 
Pauli taking lim to task for it, or St. Pauls quar- 


rel with St. Barrabas ( who was alſo an Apoſtle) 
upon which they parted. Nor do Ifay, they 


were never, or upon no occaſion, infallible,F on- 
"= that it was not peculiar to them (the Apo- 
— is „„ ; 


Now I hope, I have done all 1 undertook at 
the beginning, and have proven, That the firſt 


* . Apoſtles, are and ought tobe ſucceeded, in the 
full extent of their Apoſtulick Commiſsion. But 


tho I have now finiſhed, what at preſent I de- 


_ ſign to ſay from the Text, yet I think it not 2 
miſs co ſubjoin a few things further in favours 


of Epiſcopacy, which I ſhall very briefly do, 
without confining my ſelfto any one particular 
Text, or Head, and ſhall only hint at things. 

Conſider then, what has been the Polity ot the 
Church, ever ſince the beginning of the World, 


youl find, that the Church of God, has in no 
Age been Govern'd by Officers acting together 
in Parity. For firſt of all it was lodg'd in the 
Patriarebs, who were Princes ( Independent) as 


well as Prieſts, and thoſe Terms were almoſt | 
Convertible ones, for in the Hebrew, one word | 
_  ſignifieth both, tho every one of cheſe Heads of 
Families ( Priefts ) was a Repreſentative of the 


g, and did inrerceed by Prayers and Sacra- 


fices for choſe of his Family, who wete' fafe in 


the 
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and in whoſe hands it has been lodg'd, and | 
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X 15) 
the Terms of Communion with the -Logos and 
Modes of Worſhip, while chey keepr inthe Com- 
munion with the Prince, Prieſt, or Patriarch. ang 
they bad further immed iat Dire ion from God, 
how, and when to Worſhip him accepcably; So 
now, every Family which bad ics Head a Prieft; 
was like a National Church, in our modern 
way of ſpeaking, «nd the Patfiarch like the 
Principal Biſhop of ſuch a Church, whole 
Dependers and Subjects, all the reſt of the Nas 
tion or Family were, This methinks, has no 
great Air of Parity; ſo Igo on. I 

Next after theſep̃attiarchs, and their Diſpenſat- 
ion, came the MoſaickDiſpenſation, wherein there 
was not the leaſt sppeatence of Parity, for the 
Officers of the Fewiſb Church, were far fcom bèing 
upon a Level wich on another, ſeing ſome were 
Higher, and ſome Lower, ſome Commanded; . 
and others were oblig'd to obey; And as Arch- 
Biſhop Uſher (that great and good Man) very 
well obſerves, there was in that Church, Aaron the 
High Prieſt, wbo was the Reprefentative of the 
Logos then to come, and whole Office c=rtain- 
iy fail'd upon Chriſts coming; "Whoſe Figura- 
tive and Typical Repreſentative, the High 
Prieſt was: So that now Chrift our Redeemer 
is the only High Pricſt, Head, and Husband of 
his Church; whoſe Spouſe and Body the is. 

This ſhows, we can now lawfully have no 

ope, nor ſingle Oecumonick or Univei ſal 
Paſtor over the whole Catholick Church, bes 
cauſe the Unity of the Headſhip of the Church 
muſt refolve only in Chriſt alone, by which 
means one great Presby terian Objection againſt. 
%%% Biſhops 
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Biſhops falls, which is that, if we have Biſhops 
why not Arch-Biſhop ? if Arch-Biſhops, why 
not Patriarchs?and if Patriarchs, why not a 

Pope? For there, ſay they, it muſt end, nor 
can it ſtop, till there it arrive? But the Unity 
of the Headſhip of the Church reſolving ( and 

by Church Principles too) only in Chriſt ; and 
ſo conſequently, he being our only Head, we 

can have no other Head (Spiritual) but Him, 
and for this Head, to have one ſingle Deputy 
or Viccar, were to deſtroy the Commiſſion he 
gave his Apoſtles; whereby every one of them 

wis, and every one of their Succeſfors ſucceed» 
ing in full power, becomes each a Repre- 
ſencative of the Logos, independent of any o- 
ther Head but Chriſt, By this reaſoning, the 


F 


Presby terians may clearly ſee, whether we of 


Church Principles, or they, be neareſt Popery, 
or which of us has the ſolideſt Reaſons and 
Grounds to ſupport our Arguments againſt the 
nccoachments of the Pope and Church of 
Rome, upon the Headſhip and Repreſentation 


of Chriſt Jeſus. 3 Fe 

I cannot forbear here to take notice, and 
and tis very obſervable, that the Pope of Rome, 
and the Presby terians do joyn iſſue in their A- 
verſion and endeavours to extirpat that Ancient 
and Apoſtolick Government of the Church by 
Biſhops, witneſs the proceedings of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, compared with the Genuine Acts 
of our General Aſſemblies, the Pope by aſſum- 
ing to himſelf the lofty Title of Chriſts Viccar 
upon Earth, and the only Biſhop of the Chri- 
ſian Church, with full Power, Ce. onthe 
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presbyterians by denying the firſt Apoſtles were 
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to be ſucceeded in any power they had above 
Presby ters. VVV 
Ho unaccountable perverſeneſs, at leaſt ig- 
norance, muſt it then be in the Presbyterians to. 
Brand Epiſcopacy with the Name of Popery, 
whoſe ends, not it, but Presby try is very ſub- 
ſervenient to. But Calumniare audatter aliquid 
adberebit, is a ſaying Elder than Presbytry, tho 
very early Matriculated into their Policicks. 


But to return to the Jews Oeconomy, from 


which I have made a Digreſſion, which I hope 
the Reader will pardon, and by returning ſhall 


make what is ſaid above the plainer. 


Conſider then, that the deſign of-Agrens 
Prieſthood or Office was perfectly fulfilled in 
Chriſt, ſo that he only now is our High Prieſt; 


yet while Aaron was yet alive, and High Prieſt, 


Eleazer his Son is called (Numb. 3. 32.) Chief 
over the Chief of the Levites, which is all one 
as Preſident over the Preſidents, Overſeer or 
Biſhop over the Biſhops of the Levites. Now 


the word Levites, is taken in two ſenſes in the 


Holy Scriptures, one including the Levites only, 
as Contradiſtinguiſh'd from Prieſts, whoſe Mi- 
niſters they in this ſenſe were, the other is for 
the whole Tribe of Levi, Prieſts and all includ- 
ed ; which will appear if you conſider, Neb. 
11. where there is an account given of who re- 
turned from the Babyloniſh Captivity, + and J. 
14. We are told who was chief Preſident, Bi- 
ſhop or Overſeer of the Prieſts who returned, 
his Name was Zabdiel the Son of one of the great 


1 Men, ( not « Feroboams Prieſt of the loweſt of 
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> the People) and V. 22. the Levites (in the re- 
VV ſtrained Senſe and contradiſtinguiſh'd from 


5 1 Prieſts ) had their Biſhop, Preſident, Chief or 
Wh \._ Overſeer, who was called Uxzi the Son of Ba- 
> ni, which leads us alſo in to the meaning of that 
hlace in Numb. 3. 32. where Eliszer is called 


| chief over the chief of the Levites, that there- 
: 5 by is meant Eliazers being Arch-Biſhop, Arch- 
8 Preſident, or Overſeer of the Biſhops, Preſi- 
dents, or Overſeer of the Prieſts and Levites 
[| / , (in the reſtrained ſenſe) which 'tis plain both 
8 ot em had, by that of Nebemiab. The Septua- 
{ gint reading makes this (till che clearer. 
+12. So here is a perfect Patern in the Old Teſta- 
ment, of the New Teſtament Hierarchy, Aaron 
1 the head as Repreſenting Chriſt our only Spi- 
| ritual Head, and under Aaron, Eliazer his; Son 
6 Arch Biſhop as above, under him again the Bi- 
ſhop of the Prieſts, and the Biſhop of Levites, 
and under them the ordinary Prieſts and Le- 
1 | vites, and then the Congregation governd by 
all thoſe. 15 | 1 oh 
| | Now here was but one National Church all 
b this while, and what more do we plead for, but 
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: that we thou d have the ſame Model of Govern« 
1 ment in every National Chriſtian Church. If 
1 td .)his is not aliowed, I wou'd fain ſee where it is 
n reœpeal'd, ard | do think, unleſs the whole Jew- 

. iſh Polity and Oeconomy, & c. be abrogated in 


cumulo, by Chriſts coming, this part ot it which 
F am pleading for, may be found unrepealed ſtill. 
Now that the Whole is not Abrogated, IL appeal 
to the Presbvterians themſelves, who own not 
only the Moral Law,as ſtill binding, but alſa 
| | | EE a the 
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. | the Laws of . and Aﬀinity pres 
” | ſcribed under the Jewiſh OEconomy. Lev. 18. 
n | cho no where reviv'd in the New Teſtament, as 
Tt | may be ſaid of the Moral Law, and I want to 
know, ho the Jewiſh. Policy, becomes Ceremos 
at || nial or Typical, ſo as to have been fulfilled by _ 
Chrift che Antety pe. But this will beſtill Elear= 
& | er from what follows. EO nt, | 

£ Tho the manner of the Tabernacle worſhip 

did indeed differ in ſeveral things, from thatof _ | 
© | the Temple Service, which, very reaſonably ; 
in | was more Auguſt (and by the by a fixt Liturgy, _. 
&- | which our Bleſſed Saviour never did condemn, | 

dut always joined in) yer the Polity and Offi- 
a= | cers of both were ſtill the ſame, tho the order 
of their artendance was altered, for the greater 
1- | Glory, Magnificence, and Conveniency of the 
mn i Temple Seeviet © 05 | 
1- | Icome next tothe Model of the Synagogue © 
Ss | ( which Patern was Copied after in the Chris 
&” | ffian Church) according to the Learned Dr. 
Y | Lightfoot in his Horæ Hebraice in Mattbeum Cap. 
4. V. 23. Whoſe words are theſe. Culrum atque 
WW publicam Dei Adratiinem in Synagoga, que quidem | 
ut || Morals erat, Dem in Ecclefiam tr an ſplanta vit Chris | 
= ianam, publicum ſcilices Miniſterium, Orationes 8 
It publicas, Lectionem verbi Divini, ac predicationem; 
1s || &c, Hine ipſſſima Nomina Mini ffrotum Evange= 
- | U, Angelus Eccleſiæ atque Epiſcopms, que Miniſtro- 
rum in Synagogis, tres etiam erant Diaceini vel Ele- 
moxinarii quibus cura pauperum, atque hi bocabam-- 
tur Parnaſ vel paſtors, 15 5 | 
al ff The Office of the Epiſcopus Synagegs Was td 
older the publick Worſhip, and to Preach ſod ES 
T e dime; 
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times himſelf, if others cou d not be had, and to 


appoint who ſhou'd Officiate and how : And he 


called out Perſons whom he judged fit to read 
the Scriptures to the Congregation, which An- 


| ſwers exactly to the Deputation of the Presby- 
ters by the Biſhops of the Chriſtian Church, 


Thus far I have Trac'd Superiority, and can 


find nothing like Parity: 3 
Next, when our Bleſſed Lord came to the 


Earth, he not only deſignd a Polity ( as bas 


been ſaid in an other part of this Diſcourſe) but 
being to break down the Hedge, with which 


the Jews were incloſed, and whereby they 
were ſeparated from all other Nations upon 
Earth, and were the only proper peculium ( for 
if any one of any other Nation Reap'd.any be- 
nefit by theirOEconomy, it was by being. firſt 
made a Jew, by ſome one kind of Proſelitiſm 
or other. allow'd of for that purpoſe )) ſo I ſay, 
Chriſt being to break down this Hedge, and to 
make up his Church of all Nations, Kindceds 
and Lnguages, He did it in the moſt generally 
eaſie Method, for all thoſe different ſorts of 
People, his Church was tobe made up of, - 
Thus there being amongſt all Nations a Re- 
ligious Worſhip of.one kind or other, and pro- 
bably a Prieſthood ſuch as had degrees in it, ſee 
Gale's Court of the Gentiles Part 1. lib. 2. Cap. 3. 
Sec. 6. ( I ſay probably becauſe the Nations 
whoſe Religions we have any account of had 
ſuch, and I believe no Man can tell me, where 
there was any Nation without ſuch ) He there. 
fore knowing that kind of Policy, moſt adap- 
ted to his purpoſes, did inſtitute ſuch in his 
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Church, ſo the Jews found their own Religion 
in the Chriſtian only with this difference, that 


in the Chriſtian they found the ſubſtance of 
what was Figuratively and Typically Repteſen- 
ted in their own, And they ſtill found a Polity 


fuch as their own, and the Officers of the 
Church not actiog in Parity. CEA 
Then the Gentiles they found a Worſhip and 
Prieſthood, only this Worſhip was directed to 
the only Wiſe God, whereas theirs was direated 
to a multitude of Demons under che: Name of 


God, and which they believed tobe Gods; the 
mouths of whole Oracles were Nopd by our 


God, upon the coming of His Chriſt, 
- Then Jeſus himſelf ſaich, He came not to de- 
roy, but to ulfil the Law: So that unleſs the 


Officers of the Fewiſh Church, being placd in a 


beautiful Order of Subordination, the Leſſer 


and Lower to the Greater and Higher, be made 


out to have been Typical, and fo fulfilled in 
Chriſt che Antety pe; I can't fee what can be 
reaſonably ſaid, againſt continuing that Antient 
and comely Order: For a Law it was which 
Eſtabliſh'd it, and alſo a part of that very Law 
which Chrift came not to deffroy, but to fulfill. And 
that it was not Typical, I further conclude from 

ence, That the Officers of Chriſts Church, 
which he himſelf ordained, and appointed, 
while here on Earth were made, after this Mo- 


del or Patern, and did not Act in Parity, Or 


if it muſt be Typical, and fo to be fulfilled in or 


by Chriſt, then his Copying after it, muſt be 


the only true fulfilling of it ; and certainly the 
moſt Natural way it cou d be fulfilled _ 
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It cannot then but ſeem very ſtrange to me, 
when I am told, that the very ſame ſort of Go- 
yernment and Policy, which in its Diſtinction 
of Degrees, had taken place; Nay, was ap- 
pointed by. God Almighty Himſelf from the 
beginning, and whichChriſt Jeſus himſelf Copied 
after, hou d all of a ſudden become notonly In 
convenient, but ſinful, and conſequently Damn- 
able: And yet that our Bleſſed Lord and Savi- 
our, who freely gave himſelf for us, and who, 
tho he had no Sin, became Sin for us, woud 
not, nor did not give us the leaſt Warning © 
our great Danger, that we gight avoid it; But 
on the contrary,confirm'd the Practice of it, ł 
his own Bleſſed Example. LESS 
This co me is ſo unagcountably ſurpriſing, 
that I begin to Doubt and Queſtion my very 
' Senſes, whether ( for inſtance ) when I hear 
| ſuch things, I am not cheated by my Ears, and 
when I Read em, whether my Eyes are not 
_ deceived, and when I find People of true Pri- 
micive Chriſtian Principles Perſecuted to Death 
upon ſuch Novel Notions, I am in Doubt, whe- 
ther I am ia a Dream, or dropt: into ſome 
ſtrange Councrey, where the Principles of Pris 
mitive Chriſtianity ſtand Condemnd by Law, 
as Dam able, as Popiſh, or as Hereſie. 
It indeed, in the Polity of the Chriſtian 
Church only, our Bleſſed Saviour had copied 
from theOEconomy of the Fews, it had at leaſt 
been che more ſingular ; hut tis plain, he 27 
Other things alſo, luch as the Baptiſm in ule. a- 
monglt the Jews far adminting of Projely ict 
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on This Baptiſm was by Chriſt Adopted unto his 
p- Church, as the initiatory Sacrament, whereby 
he If he who is Rightly and lawfuly Baprized, by one 
ed ho has a true Title to Adminiſter that Sacra- 
In ment, has a Right co all the Priviledges of the 
- Peculium, or of Church-Memberſhip. Again, 
vi- |} He, Adopted the Fewiſh Poſtcænium (and both 
10, were unpreſcrib'd Rites ) and made it the Sacra- 
ud ment of his Body and Blood, which to all wor- 
of | they Partakers, becomes a Rich Blefling;Bur to 
ut ſuch as do not decern the Lords Body, it become 
y Þ the Seal of Damnation, fo let ſuch as pretend 
| to Conſecrat, and give it, alledging Chriſts 
1g, Commiſſion fo to do; Have a care they do not 
ry Forge his Commiſſion, leaſt if they do that 
ar may prove the not decerning the Lords Body, 
nd in an Eminent Degree, and ſo by confequence, 
10t puniſhable accordingly. __ „ 
ris Indeed I cannot lee, or find, throughout the 
th Whole New Teſtament, that our Bleſſed Savi- 
ne- our did Abrogate or Aboliſh any thing, meerly 
m for being Jewiſ; But on the contray, by his 
ris» Whole Practice ſeems to have deſign'd the te- 
w, [taining every thing that was Fewiſh, which was 
Adoptable into cheChriſtian OEconomy, _ 
an Tis obſetvable further, That Epiſcopacy is 
ed Fo far from being formally or ſolemnly Re- 
t vounc d or Abjur'd by any Reform'd Churches 
d abroad, that it is not ſo much as declar'd Un- 
a- [lawful by any but the Prevbyterians and other 
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and by which the extraordinary Prophets did 


Sectaries of this Iſland ; Nay, all the Forreign 


elo tm'd Churches, if you can believe their 
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ewn Writings, approvd of it all along, and 
own'd they were ſorry they cou'd not have it, 
only our Presbyterian Diſſerters can have it, 
and reject it as unlawful. | 
Nor is it an inconſiderable Argument forEpiſ. 
copacy, that the Cbariſmata were frequent in 
the Church, long atter the moſt learned Presby-. 
terians acknowledged Epiſcopacy, to have ob- 
taind Univerſally in the Church: Now, it 
were hard to think, that God wou'd Endue 
many of his People with the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch as were at the begin- 
ning ; And yet, that forall this, not one of choſe 
inſpir'd Men, ſhou'd ever fo much as complain 
of the Uſurpation of Biſhops over Presby ters, 
which in our times has made ſuch a Rout : Nay 
further, tis odder ſtill, how to conceive that 
God was pleas d to inſpire People of the Epiſ- 
copal Principles, living peaceable under Epiſ- 
copacy, and that Epiſcopacy for all that ſhou'd 
be Damnable, and to be Ranked with Popery, 
Hereſie, &c. So truly I muſt own, I think this 
ſhews plainly Gods Approbation of it, nor can 
I fee, how, in reaſon the Presbyterians can a- 
void this Concluſion. 1] 
In the laſt place, I ſhall add an Argument, 


- which in Subſtance is the reaſoning of a late Ju- 


dicious and Learned Author of the Church of 

Scetlandto this effect: Let us now ſuppoſe Preſ- 
byteriai Orders in themſelves valid, (and truly 
a ſuppoſition it is only, for tis what upon good 
grounds may appear from what is already faid, 
juſtly queſtion) Nevertheleſs I fay. giving 

and not granting, that thus it is, pray what | 
| e. 


| EE tn”, „ 

can, or will this avail our preſent Presbyterians, - 55 
bor the firſt Presby ters of Presby terian Principles 55 
who were ordained, or acted as Presby ters after Y 
10 the Reformation, had their orders, either from * 
885 Biſhops, and fo conſequently muſt own, that | 

choſe Biſhops had power to ordain Presby ters o- | 

e therwiſe thoſe Presby ters, who were Ordained „ 
„by ſuch Biſhops, were not truly impowered to = oO 
& as Presbyters, by vertue of that Ordination. | _ 


: wered to AR as Presby ters by the Call or Suf® - A 
ferageof the People. Or ( Thirdh, ) by an in- W 
ward impulſe or inward Call. oe | ; 
If they acted by the Ordination of Biſhops, | 85 5 
then if the Biſhops did not give thoſe firſt Pres- Fa ; 
by ters a power of Ordaining other Presby ters, 
.c | by Presby ters alone without a Biſhop, thoſe firſt 8 
Presbyters had no ſuch power, for they cou'd 55 | 
] have no more greater or fuller power than they os | 
received from their Authors, and if they had not = 
that power, becauſe they got it not from their 
Authors, they could not give it, becauſe they  —_© 
had it not to give, and if they pretended to give _ 
it without a power received fo to do, that pre- LY 
tence is yain and ſinful in the pretender, and 1 | 
uſeleſs to the ſuppos'd Receiver, only it is lia. 
ble to this damnadle inconveniency, that as it is - 
Forgety in the pretended giver, ſo it may come | 
to Cheat an otkerwiſe innocent Man, who 
thinks himſelf hereby Entitled to act as a Pa- N | 
ſtor. The Miſchievous effects of which Cheat 1 
are of dangerous conſequence, to ſuch as think L 7 
they receive Sacraments from them, &. | TS” 
Cal © ; . Io 


Or ( Secondly, ) Thoſe firſt Presby ters were ime 55 1 


%%% RE 8 
So now if all this Ne ande be ſound, Right 
and True, I would willingly kaow, how our 
rebyterians.came at this time of day, either by 
any kind of Orders, or a power of conveying 
theſe Oi ders to Succeſſors. Nor can. I find out 
how, unleſs by one or other of the following 
ways. 33 
Either by the Call or Sufferage of the People, 
which if it be pretended, before I can allow of 
it, it muſt} be evidenely proven, that luch a 
power was left to, and Lodg'd in the. People, 
and they inveſted incthat power by Chriſt. - Or, 
Lafly, By an inward impulſe or call, which 
I can as little acknowledge, unleſs I firſt fee ic 
made very clear and evident from the Holy 
Scriptures, that thus Chriſt Deſign'd, Appoint- 
ed or Commanded it ſhou'd be, and ſurthet, tho 
this were proven, [ ihall then deſire to fee ſuffi- 
cient. vouchers froni every individual pretender 
to this inward calt, ere I dare truſt him. For 
I ficmly believe, God Almighty will never give 
any Man ſuch a Call, withoul ſufficient vouch- 
ers, whereby co prove evidently and undeny- 
ably, that his Call is ſuch. 3 
Nou if this Reaſoning be ſolid, © what Title 
have our preſent Presby terians to Orders, or to 
Act as Presby ters or Paſtors, And truly I chink 
tis of che greaceſt moment tor them to examine 
theit oon Title, and if they will be Obftinate 
becauſe oſ many or any Reaſons which may be 
Aſſign d, yet ſure I am its bighly reafonable for 
all thoſe who live under their Curacy, and are 
of theĩit Communion, to examine, and that ves 
ry carefully whether by being fo, they 1 in 
1 „„ 85 0600s 
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I ] have not troubled the Reader with, 


En I 


Communion with the Logos, 
Jeſus Chriſt, or not, and if they are, ( which 
from too many and too ſtrong Arguments, 
mightily queſtion ) it will be the more Satis- 
factory for them to know, aſter ſtrict Trial that 
they are. And if they find they. are not, then 
tis Madnsſs for them to continue in that Com- 
munion any longer. _ „ 
any 
more Citations, than was in my humble Opini- 
on indiſpenſably neceſſary, yet leſt this may 
be thought by ſome, to be for wane of Good 
and Ancient Authorh, ſpeaking as I wou'd have 
them, and becauſe.moſt of the late Pamphlets, 
ave Fine Ones on their Frontis-piece: I ſhall 
only here Subjoin two at large, one from St. 
erom, who is an Author, The Presby terians 


the leſs reaſon to be, if they did but conſider 


what prompted him to Write in the manner he 


does, which was this. A certain -Deacon wag 
pretending to ſet up for his Order, being e- 
qual to thatof a Presby ter, this St. Ferom taking 
very ill, reſolved to exalt that of a Presby ter 
to as great a height as he cou'd, and fo endea- 


| voured to bring it as near a Biſhop as poſſible, 


5 


the Deacons; which is evident by his ſtrain 
through all his Epiſtle to Evagrius ; yet in this 
ſame Epiſtle he gives a diſtinctive Character to 
the Biſhop, that exalts him ſufficiently above 
Presbyters, whilſt he ſays; ©uid enim facit ex- 


that ſo he might the more effectually humble 


„ * * 


erpes Ordinatione Epiſcopus, quod Presbyter von ſhake | 


our Blefſed Lord 
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1 The Citation 3 erom is in that fame 
„ Epiltle of his co Evagrius, and if well conſider- 
ed, will be ſufficient to Balance whatever he 
Up ad duces for making Bilhop and Presbyter ap- 
| | pear to be one and the fame thing, and tis 


$ ; this. 2u0d Aaron & fulii ejus atquæ Levitæ fur. 
| 0 rant in templo, boc ſibi & Epiſcopi & Presb)1eri 


8 | Diaconi vendicent in Eceleſia; &it will not be Diſ- 
Ks 4. uted, but that theſe Offices were diſtin and 
abordinate, not only by Cuſtom, but by Di- 
| vine appointment. 55 

. Ihe other Citation is from Calvin whom the 
© $6 Presbytetians wou'd ſo fain perſwade us was 4 
2 20 hampion for Parity, and yet take his own. 
OT | word for it, he was deſiteous of juſt ſuch Bi- 
ſhops, as I truly wiſh for, and wou'd be beſt ſa - 
tisfied with, as is evideur from his own words 


=. Vierum talem noby 3 exhibeant Hierarchiam in qua 
emintant Epiſcopi ut Chriſto ſubeſſe non recuſent ut ab 
3 illo tanquam ab unico capite pendeant, & ad ipſum 
Teferaniur in qua ſi fraternam charuatem inter ſe co- 
tant, & non alio Nodo quam ejus veritate colligati 
tam vero nullo non Anathemate dignos fatemur i qui 
erupt qui eam non re verenter & ſumma cum obedien- 
tia obſervent, 3 | 
8 + To which add the Second Section Cap 4 ib. 
In flit. where he Aſſigns to the Biſhop the 
ſame Power and Authority that the Conſul had 
iS in the Rom in Senate. | _ | 
= 55 But now tis high time to put an end to this 
o Paper, which, tho its not very long yet has 
—_  {ſwelldro a greater bigneſs far, than I at firſt 
3 dieſign d it ſhou'd amount to. Tho I have taken 
. Xx | ET. | Care 
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me care fo inſiſt no longer on any one particular, 
er- than juſt to make my Meaning underſtood: 


he | Wherefore I conclude with this Apology for 

ap- | my preſent Undertaking, That I do folemaly. _. 
tis toteſt, tis no itch of Diſputing or Wrangling, 5 
ue. no hatred of the Perſons of the Presby terianss 
| no Fondneſs of being an Author or. appearing _ 
Dif- in Print, nor other end have I betore me. 


ind || moving me to write this, but meerly, as be- 
Di- | ing a Lover of Truth, that 1 think my ſelf p94 
ound to contribute my. Mite towards the Un- 1 


the | deceiving of aSet of People, whole Princip tes, 
s a | Leads them into Errors innumerable, of moſt 7 75 
wn dangerous conſequence. And if my ſincere, IVY 


Bi- tho weak Performance, ſhall have che Heppi- 
fa- | nefs to be the mean of reducing one wander= _.. 
1ds ing Sheep unto Chriſts Fold, I ſhall Rejoice a 


fa at it, and thank God for it, and more for thaTt 
qua | it pleaſed him to teturnthe Wanderer, than be- . 
tab cauſe Iſhall have had any hand in it. And ſo 

um much am I convinced of the Goodneſs of my 


co- Cauſe, that did the Presby terians lay aſide tge 
gan Prejudices they ly under of Education, Intereſt, _ 


%ũ½% Cc. And conſider ſeriouſſy the Matter in Con- 

en- tra verſy, I can't hinder my ſelf from believing IS 
they would alter their Notions, Renunce their 

lib, Schiſme, and deſire to be received into the 

the | Communion of the Catholick Church, from 

had which they have withdrawn themſelves, by ſe- 


. parating from chat Branch of it, againſt whoſe - 5 
this Altars they have erected oppoſit Altars. I pray 7 
has God give them Grace to ſee their Errours, to 


firſt || Repent of them, and to turn from them un- 
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